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On page 8 (Chapter 1, Section 1.4) the fourth paragraph currently reads: 

In the 1950s the pinyin system was deviced in order to use the Roman alphabet, with accents 

being used to represent the four tones. The pinyin system is useful for non-Chinese, 

particularly Westerners, because the letters and accents do provide many of the sounds and 

tones, but not all by any means.  Thus, the pinyin system writes Mao Tsetung and Deng 

Xiaoping. Another system in use is the Wade-Giles, in which Mao Tsetung becomes Mao 

Zedong and Deng Xiaoping becomes Teng Hsiao-p’ing. The latter system is now more 

commonly used, but is perhaps less user-friendly for speakers of Western languages.  

 

The paragraph should read as follows: 

In the 1950s the Wade-Giles system was devised in order to use the Roman alphabet, with 

accents being used to represent the four tones. The Wade-Giles system is useful for non-

Chinese, particularly Westerners, because the letters and accents do provide many of the 

sounds and tones, but not all by any means.  Thus, the Wade-Giles system writes Mao 

Tsetung and Deng Xiaoping. Another system in use is the pinyin, in which Mao Tsetung 

becomes Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping becomes Teng Hsiao-p’ing. The latter system is 

now more commonly used, but is perhaps less user-friendly for speakers of Western 

languages.  

 

 

The  publisher apologizes for the inconvenience caused. 

 

 



 



http://www.springer.com/978-94-007-4443-1


